ur Trade
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- to the other, and often used this relationship to form
military alliances.

Political and military alliances created through the fur trade
could entangle Native groups in wars with other Natives and
between rival European groups. Although Algonquian
peoples were mostly allied with the French, and Iroquois
groups with the British, this was not always the case. Native
groups remained independent and politically savvy; they
could switch alliances to serve their best economic and
diplomatic interests. However, the outcomes of war—death
and destruction—could not always be avoided.
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Natives farming. Detail from Francesco Guiseppe Bressani, S.J. “Novae
Franciae Accurata Delineatio,” 1657. Courtesy of Bibliotheque Nationale
de France.

Religion and World\'liew

Natives rethought their worldviews as they confronted—
even if they did not always accept— European practices
and religion. AL 1.
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Roman Catholic missionaries attempted tospersuade Native m
peoples to abandon their traditional beliefs affd convertto .
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according to their own cultural values and to use
the trade to serve their best interests...The trade
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Crucifix found at Fort
St. Joseph. Photo by J.
Lacko.
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