
 
 

Milton and Ruth Scherer Fellowship in Geography  
Two-Year Award  

  
The Department of Geography, Environment, and Tourism at Western Michigan University 
(www.wmich.edu/geography) is pleased to invite prospective applicants for its Milton and Ruth 
Scherer Fellowship in Geography in rotating Fall semesters. The Scherer Fellowship is a two-
year award for students pursuing the master’s degree program in Geography with a research 
focus on Asia in the Department of Geography, Environment, and Tourism at Western Michigan 
University. The department has a strong research focus on China and East Asia. Applicants must 
demonstrate outstanding academic achievements and shall exemplify the values of the Milton 
and Ruth Scherer Endowment Fund by demonstrating a strong commitment to completing 
master’s research in Asia (Southwest, South, Southeast, or East Asia).   
  
Eligibility   
Scherer Fellowships are awarded only to students who have been admitted to the Geography 
master’s program and only to applicants who are embarking on an initial master’s degree. At the 
time of accepting a Scherer Fellowship, a student may not have completed more than 9 non-
geography credit hours toward a graduate degree at WMU. No fellowship will be awarded if there 
is lack of qualified applicants.  
  
Application Procedure   
Scherer Fellowship applicants must: (1) apply to the master’s program in Geography by visiting 
http://www.wmich.edu/geography/academics/apply, and (2) submit via email (geog-
info@wmich.edu) a 7-page tentative thesis research plan that includes in-country research in a 
country (or countries) in Asia. Applicants are encouraged to submit draft plans to potential 
advisors prior to the deadline, but this is not required. The application deadline for both of the 
above is February 15.  
 
Award  
The fellowship is valued at over $70,000 including:  

• A stipend plus 40 credit hours of tuition remission (up to nine credits in the fall and spring 
semesters for two years, and up to four credits during intervening summer sessions).   

• One round trip ticket to Asia for in-country research during the summer following the 
Fellow’s first academic year in the program.    

• Travel to one national conference to present the thesis research.    
• Fellows will work 10 hours weekly as a graduate assistant in teaching, research, or service 

as a required component of their degree.   
 
A GPA of 3.5 and completion of a thesis research proposal by the end of the first year, and 
participation in the academic activities of the department and the university will be required for 
continuation of funding.  
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Guidelines for Student Sherer Proposal 
 
Cover Sheet 

• Title 
• Name of student 
• 1-2 potential faculty advisors 
• Abstract (single spaced) 

 
7-page proposal (page lengths are suggestions) 

• Issue-Need-Problem Statement (1/2 page) - What is the research questions or issue 
you intend to investigate. 

• Literature Review/Background (2 pages) - Explain/describe/summaries the field of 
knowledge and explain how your research will contribute to this field of knowledge. 

• Methodology (1- 2 pages) - Explain/describe where you will conduct research, how you 
will collect data, and how you will analyze those data.  

• Contribute to career goals (1/2 page) - How will this research contribute to your 
academic and/or professional career goals? 

• Distribution of research findings (½ page) - How will you share your research findings? 
• Expected Outcome(s) - datasets, maps, potential results, etc. (1 page) 

 
 

Need to be included but not part of the 7-page proposal 
• Timeline  
• References 
• Official transcripts 

 
Page Specifics 

• Times New Roman, 12 pt. black font 
• 1-inch margins all around 
• Page numbers 
• 1.5-inch line spacing 

 
   


