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Policy Name:  Student Travel
ARC-PA Standard: A3.14j
Policy Statement
Students in the Western Michigan University PA Program are responsible for their own transportation, housing, and all associated costs related to travel to required clinical rotation sites. While student preference is taken into consideration, clinical placements may be located at varying distances from campus, and site assignments are made based on educational quality, site availability, and programmatic needs.
The program will not modify rotation assignments based on a student’s desire to avoid travel or relocation.
Policy Details
1. Student Responsibilities
· Students must be prepared to travel and/or temporarily relocate to complete required clinical experiences.
· Students are responsible for:
· Reliable transportation to and from clinical sites.
· Lodging and meals if overnight stays are required.
· All expenses related to travel (e.g., fuel, tolls, parking).
2. Site Assignments
· Clinical sites are assigned by the Clinical Education Team based on:
· Accreditation standards.
· Site availability and preceptor capacity.
· The student’s overall educational progression—not geographic proximity or personal convenience.
· Students may be placed in rural, suburban, or urban settings, including sites that are several hours from campus or out of state. 
· Students should expect at least one distant/out of area/out of state rotation each. 
3. Relocation Expectations
· Students may be required to temporarily relocate for rotations.
· The program does not guarantee rotations within commuting distance of the student’s residence.
4. No Site Solicitation Policy
· Students may not contact clinical sites or preceptors directly to request placements without prior approval from the Clinical Education Team.
5. Safety and Risk Management
· Students are advised to maintain reliable and insured transportation and follow safe travel practices.
· If a student has safety concerns about travel or a specific location, they must notify the Director of Clinical Education or Program Director immediately for review and support.
6. Hardship Considerations
· In rare cases of significant personal or financial hardship, a student may submit a written request for accommodation. The program will consider such requests on a case-by-case basis, but accommodation is not guaranteed.
· The request must be submitted at least 60 days before the start of the rotation and include supporting documentation.
· A hardship accommodation, if granted, may result in a delay in the student competing their course of clinical study and may be subject to the Deceleration and Completion Policies.
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