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Policy Name:  Student Health, Immunization, Health Screening, and Exposure to Infectious and Environmental Hazards Policy
ARC-PA Standard: A3.09
Policy Statement
The Western Michigan University Physician Assistant Program is committed to protecting the health and safety of students, patients, faculty, staff, and the public. Students participating in didactic education, laboratory instruction, simulation activities, and supervised clinical practice experiences may be exposed to infectious diseases, bloodborne pathogens, radiation, chemicals, and other environmental hazards encountered in healthcare settings. Students are required to maintain compliance with all health, immunization, screening, and safety requirements throughout enrollment in the program. 
Student Health Requirements
Students are required to:
· Maintain personal health insurance throughout enrollment in the program. 
· Provide documentation of medical clearance indicating they are free from physical or mental health conditions that may place patients at risk or interfere with their ability to perform the essential functions of PA education and practice. 
· Complete all required drug screening requirements. 
· Complete all required tuberculosis screening prior to October 1 of the didactic year and annually thereafter. 
· Report any condition that may impair their ability to safely perform required educational or clinical activities so that appropriate accommodations may be considered. 
· They have knowledge of current standards and procedures for methods of prevention and dealing with pathogens transmitted by human blood and secretions as evidenced by completed elearning training.

Students are expected to remain in compliance with all health and wellness requirements for the duration of the program. 
Immunization and Health Screening Requirements
Prior to October 1 of the didactic year, students must provide documentation demonstrating immunity, vaccination, or completion of the required immunization series in accordance with current CDC recommendations, clinical site requirements, and program policies. Minimum requirements include:
· Measles (Rubeola)
· Mumps
· Rubella
· Varicella
· Hepatitis B
· Tuberculosis testing
· Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis (Tdap)
· Annual Influenza vaccination
Additional immunizations, screening tests, boosters, or documentation may be required by:
· Affiliated clinical sites
· Public health authorities
· State or federal regulations
· Western Michigan University
· International clinical rotation requirements
Students are responsible for maintaining compliance with all required immunizations and screenings throughout the program. 
Documentation and Confidentiality
Immunization records, health screening documentation, and related health information are monitored through a secure third-party vendor (CastleBranch/Exxat Approve) at the student's expense.  
Student health records are not maintained in academic files and are not routinely reviewed by program faculty or staff except as necessary to verify compliance with program, university, and clinical site requirements. 
Students should not submit immunization records, laboratory results, or other protected health information directly to the Physician Assistant Program.
Exposure to Infectious and Environmental Hazards
Students may encounter occupational exposure risks during educational and clinical activities, including:
· Blood and body fluids
· Bloodborne pathogens
· Needlestick and sharps injuries
· Airborne, droplet, and contact-transmitted infectious diseases
· Radiation and radioactive materials
· Hazardous chemicals and medications
· Other environmental hazards commonly encountered in healthcare settings  
All students receive education regarding bloodborne pathogens, infection prevention, standard precautions, and occupational safety requirements prior to participation in patient care activities. 
Prevention and Safety Measures
Students are expected to:
· Follow Standard Precautions and Transmission-Based Precautions as appropriate.
· Utilize personal protective equipment (PPE) as required by the educational or clinical setting.
· Follow all institutional, university, and clinical site safety policies.
· Participate in required infection control and occupational safety training.
· Report unsafe conditions to the supervising faculty member or preceptor. 
Clinical sites are expected to provide students access to appropriate personal protective equipment and safety resources consistent with site policies and applicable regulations. 
Exposure Incident Response
Exposure During Didactic Activities
For exposures occurring during instructional activities at Western Michigan University:
1. Immediately perform appropriate first aid, including thorough cleansing of the affected area.
2. Notify the course instructor immediately.
3. Seek medical evaluation through Sindecuse Health Center or another appropriate healthcare provider.
4. Complete an incident report within 48 hours.
5. Follow all recommended testing, treatment, and follow-up care.  
Exposure During Supervised Clinical Practice Experiences
For exposures occurring at a clinical education site:
1. Immediately perform appropriate first aid measures.
2. Notify the supervising preceptor or designated site representative.
3. Follow all clinical site exposure and reporting procedures.
4. Seek prompt medical evaluation and treatment as directed by the clinical site.
5. Notify the Director of Clinical Education, Clinical Rotations Coordinator, or Program Director as soon as possible.
6. Complete all required clinical site and program incident reports within 48 hours.
7. Complete all recommended laboratory testing, treatment, counseling, monitoring, and follow-up care. 
Students should familiarize themselves with applicable university and clinical site exposure-control policies, including the Western Michigan University Bloodborne Pathogen Exposure Control Plan. 
Financial Responsibility
Students are responsible for the costs associated with:
· Health insurance coverage
· Required immunizations and boosters
· Tuberculosis screening
· Drug screening
· Online blood pathogen training modules
· Exposure-related medical evaluation
· Laboratory testing
· Post-exposure prophylaxis
· Treatment and follow-up care unless otherwise covered by a clinical site, employer, insurance provider, or other responsible party. 
International Clinical Experiences
Students participating in international clinical experiences must comply with all applicable CDC recommendations, country-specific health requirements, and university study abroad requirements. Additional immunizations, prophylactic medications, screenings, or health precautions may be required prior to travel. 
Failure to Maintain Compliance
Students who do not maintain compliance with health, immunization, screening, insurance, or safety requirements may be prohibited from participating in educational activities involving patient contact or clinical experiences. Inability to meet these requirements may delay progression in the curriculum and may result in dismissal from the program.
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