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Policy Name:  Deceleration Policy 

ARC-PA Standard: A3.14d

Policy Statement
Deceleration is defined as a formal process by which a student temporarily steps out of their originally scheduled cohort and completes the program on an extended timeline. Deceleration is not automatic and is granted only under specific circumstances. Deceleration cannot be requested if the student is facing dismissal for academic or professionalism concerns. The decision to allow deceleration will be made by the Program Director in consultation with the Academic Coordinator and Faculty.
Policy Details
1. Eligibility for Deceleration
A student may be considered for deceleration under the following conditions:
· Documented personal, medical, or family emergency.
· Academic performance requiring remediation that cannot be completed within the standard progression timeline.
· Other extenuating circumstances that significantly interfere with a student’s ability to meet program requirements.
2. Process for Requesting Deceleration
· The student must submit a written request for deceleration to the Program Director.
· The request must include supporting documentation and a proposed plan for continuation.
· The Academic Coordinator will review the request and make a recommendation to the Program Director, who has final approval authority.
3. Program Timeline Impact
· A student granted deceleration must complete all program requirements within six-years of original matriculation, in accordance with the Program Completion Deadline Policy and WMU Graduate College Guidelines. 
· Deceleration may affect the sequence and availability of courses and clinical placements, which could delay graduation.

4. Reentry Plan
· Students approved for deceleration must sign a Deceleration and Reentry Agreement outlining:
· Conditions for reentry.
1. This may include evidence of academic and clinical competency (i.e. successful completion of competency testing or skills examination)
· Remediation requirements (if any).
· Academic and professional expectations during the extended program period.
· The student will be placed into a future cohort on a space-available basis.
5. Limitations and Restrictions
· A student may be allowed to decelerate only once during the program, except in rare and extraordinary circumstances.
· Reentry is contingent upon satisfactory resolution of the circumstances that led to the deceleration and successful demonstration of readiness to resume studies.
· A student facing dismissal for academic or professionalism concerns is not eligible for deceleration. 
6. Failure to Comply
· Failure to follow the deceleration plan or to return within the agreed timeframe may result in dismissal from the program.
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