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Dr. Phillip Eskander was a multifaceted student at Western Michigan University, receiving
a dual bachelor’s degree in Spanish and biomedical sciences, with minors in Arabic and
chemistry in 2011. He was a member of the Lee Honors College and consistently maintained
a high GPA during his time at Western. After graduating from WMU, he pursued medical
school at Michigan State University graduating with a Doctor of Osteopathy in 2015.  

Eskander is an internal medicine specialist practicing in Southwest Michigan, with affiliations
at Bronson Methodist Hospital, Bronson Battle Creek Hospital, and Saint Jospeh Regional
Medical Center. He is dedicated to diagnosing and treating a wide range of illnesses, diseases
and health conditions. His patients often commend his compassionate and respectful
approach, noting his ability to communicate in clear and accessible language that ensures
understanding even for those without a medical background. Eskander’s generosity has been
honored by Bronson Hospital with the Annual Giving Society Honor for his gift to the
Bronson Health Foundation.  

Eskander has always been passionate about travel, having backpacked through Spain and
Latin America. He emphasizes the importance of the Spanish language in his life, noting the
significant advantage it has provided him in the medical field. During his time at WMU, he
participated in a study abroad program in Jordan, expanding his global experience. His travels
also took him to Nepal, where he survived a devastating 7.3 magnitude earthquake in 2015
and stayed to assist with recovery efforts. These experiences have shaped his worldview and
continue to influence his approach to both life and medicine.   
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Dr. Seife Dendir is a two-time graduate of Western Michigan University, earning both his
master’s in 2003 and doctorate in 2005 in applied economics. While he was a Ph.D. candidate,
Dendir who was mentored by Professor Eskander Alvi, received a graduate research award. 

He currently serves as a professor of economics and chair of the Department of Economics
at Radford University, where he has taught various undergraduate courses and in the MBA
program. His research interests include economic development, applied microeconomics,
data analytics and economics pedagogy. He has published several papers in academic journals
and his recent publication on intergenerational educational mobility in Sub-Saharan Africa
won the 2023 IPMUS Research Award. His other publications covering sundry topics from
the peak age of soccer players to the effectiveness of online proctoring of exams have also
garnered various awards and widespread interest from other researchers and popular outlets.  

Dendir has been recognized for his teaching and research at Radford University, receiving
the Davis College of Business and Economics Outstanding Faculty Award in 2015 and the
Dalton Scholar award in 2019. He has also been a visiting scholar at the United Nations
University World Institute for Development and Economics Research and the African
Studies Center Leiden.  

Dendir lives in Virginia with his wife and their three children. He enjoys spending time with
his family, reading, playing and watching sports and traveling.  
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