
Western Michigan University                               Agenda Item No. 13 A 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES                      September 11, 2025  
 
PROPOSAL:   Personnel Report  
 
ACADEMIC 
Administrative Appointments 
Peter Gustafson; Chair; Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through June 30, 2028. 
 
Anthony Helms; Assistant Dean; Lee Honors College; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2030. 
 
Nancy Hock; Chair; Department of Occupational Therapy; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2028. 
 
Adriane Little; Director; Gwen Frostic School of Art; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Irma Lopez; Dean; Lee Honors College; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2030. 
 
Bianca Nightengale-Lee; Interim Chair; Department of Teaching, Learning, and 

Educational Studies; 
 effective August 11, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Brandy Pleasants; Director; Mallinson Institute for Science Education; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2028. 
 
Lisa Singleterry; Director; Bronson School of Nursing; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Appointments – Tenure Track 
Stephanie Althoff; Instructor; Department of Occupational Therapy; 
 effective August 15, 2025. 
 
Traci Cihon; Associate Professor; Department of Psychology;  
 effective August 15, 2025.  
 
Aisha Coulson-Walters; Faculty Specialist II – Professional Specialist; School of Social 

Work; 
 effective July 1, 2025. 
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Appointments – Tenure Track (Continued) 
Paul Mailloux; Faculty Specialist I – Professional Specialist; School of Social Work; 
 effective July 1, 2025. 
 
William Merbs; Faculty Specialist II – Clinical Specialist; Department of Physician 

Assistant; 
 effective August 15, 2025. 
 
Emily Teall; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; College of Aviation; 
 effective August 15, 2025. 
 
Xiaoman Wang; Assistant Professor; Department of Educational Leadership, Research 

and Technology;  
 effective August 15, 2025.  
 
Appointments – Term 
Justin Barney; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of World Languages and  

Literature; 
effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 

 
Kimberly Berning; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2028. 
 
Robert Brown; Instructor; Department of Business Information Systems; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Maime Butler; Faculty Specialist I – Clinical Specialist; Department of Counselor 

Education and Counseling Psychology; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Timothy Chapman; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of Industrial and  

Entrepreneurial Engineering and Engineering Management; 
effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 

 
Tracey Corbett; Instructor; Department of Business Information Systems;   
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Elliesha DeLeon; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services - Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
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Appointments – Term (continued) 
Carmen Flores; Assistant Professor; Department of Economics;  
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2028.  
 
Scott Freeman; Instructor; Department of Accountancy; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026.  
 
Susan Frisbie-Yu; Faculty Specialist I – Clinical Specialist; Department of Occupational 

Therapy;  
 effective August 15, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Hengameh Habibirad; Instructor; Department of Business Information Systems;  
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Patrick Hanlin; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2028. 
 
Christine Hassing; Faculty Specialist I – Professional Specialist; School of Interdisciplinary 

Health Programs; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2025. 
 
Jeff Hoose; Instructor; Department of Business Information Systems;  
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Barcley Johnson; Instructor; Department of Management;  
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Gokhan Kamber; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of Finance and Commercial 

Law; 
 effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2030. 
 
William Kurtz; Instructor; Department of Accountancy; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through December 31, 2026.  
 
Irene Kivinen; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of Spanish; 
 effective August 15, 2025 though August 14, 2026.  
 
Kefas Lamak; Faculty Specialist I - Lecturer; Department of World Religions and Cultures; 

effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026.   
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Appointments – Term (continued) 
Diana Lamphiere; Instructor; Department of Finance and Commercial Law; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Jonathan Milgrim; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of Philosophy; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Grace Orlando; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2028. 
 
Carmen Ortega; Faculty Specialist I – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Mollie Parsons; Faculty Specialist I – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Nicole Rasch; Faculty Specialist I – Instructor; Department of Spanish; 
 effective August 15, 2025 though August 14, 2026.  
 
David Renter; Faculty Specialist I – Clinical Specialist; Department of Occupational 

Therapy; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Danielle Standish; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of Counseling 

Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2028. 
 
Susanne Stefanski; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of 

Counseling Services - Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2028. 
 
Frank Waln; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Irving S. Gilmore School of Music; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Anthony Wilburn; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of Mathematics; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Eric Zahrai; Instructor; Department of Marketing; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
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Appointments – Term (continued) 
Mingchen Zhao; Faculty Specialist I – Lecturer; Department of World Languages and 

Literature; 
 effective August 15, 2025 through August 14, 2026. 
 
Appointments – Tenured 
Russell Kavalhuna; Associate Professor; College of Aviation;  
 effective July 1, 2025. 
 
Appointments – Grant/Contract 
Dawn Robarge; Faculty Specialist I – Professional Specialist; Center for Disability 

Services; 
 effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 
 
Sabbatical Leave – Administrative 
Lisa Singleterry; Associate Professor; Bronson School of Nursing; 
 effective 2026-2027 academic year. 
 
Sabbatical Leave 
Laura Van Zoest; Professor; Department of Mathematics;  
 effective Fall 2025 and Spring 2027 (change in date only). 
 
Faculty Retirements with Emeritus Status 
Judah Ari-Gur; Professor Emeritus of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering; 

Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering; 
 effective November 1, 2025.  
 
Louann Bierlein Palmer; Professor Emerita of Educational Leadership, Research and 

Technology; Department of Educational Leadership, Research and Technology; 
 effective August 14, 2030. 
 
Clifton Ealy; Professor Emeritus of Mathematics; Department of Mathematics; 
 effective May 14, 2030. 
 
Igor Fedotov; Professor Emeritus of Music; Irving S. Gilmore School of Music; 
 effective August 14, 2026. 
 
Joseph Kayany; Associate Professor Emeritus of Communication; School of  

Communication; 
effective May 14, 2030.  
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Faculty Retirements with Emeritus Status 
Susan Piazza; Professor Emerita of Teaching, Learning, and Educational Studies; 

Department of Teaching, Learning, and Educational Studies; 
 effective July 18, 2025. 
 
Cynthia Visscher; Master Faculty Specialist Emerita of World Religions and Cultures;  

Department of World Religions and Cultures; 
effective May 14, 2029. 

 
Faculty Resignations 
Yvonne Jackson; Assistant Professor; Department of Physical Therapy; 
 effective September 5, 2025.  
 
Susanne Stefanski; Faculty Specialist II – Counseling Specialist; Department of 

Counseling Services – Sindecuse Health Center; 
 effective August 18, 2025. 
 
NON-ACADEMIC 
Retirements 
Paul Choker; Director Dining Services; University Dining Services; 
 Effective June 30, 2025. 
 
David Dakin II; Director of Planning, Space Management and Capital Projects; 
 effective June 30, 2025. 
 
Petronia Douglas; Manager User Services; University Libraries; 
 effective July 31, 2025. 
 
David Florida II; Supervisor Laboratory Senior Engineering; Department of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering; 
 effective August 14, 2025. 
 
Madelein Fotjik; Graphic Designer; Office of Marketing and Strategic Communications; 
 effective August 1, 2025. 
 
Lori Krum; Administrative Assistant II; Department of Physics; 
 effective June 30, 2025. 
 
David Longjohn; Systems Specialist Senior; Unified Clinics; 
 effective June 30, 2025. 
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Retirements (continued) 
Anna Miller; Administrative Assistant II; Department of Sociology; 
 Effective August 30, 2025. 
 
Edward Montgomery; President; Office of the President;  
 effective June 30, 2025. 
 
Nannette Morningstar; Administrative Assistant Senior; Bronson School of Nursing; 
 effective June 30, 2025. 
 
Susan Piazza; Chair; Department of Teaching, Learning, and Educational Studies; 
 effective July 18, 2025. 
 
Rose Thomas; Budget Officer Senior; Office of University Budgets; 
 effective June 30, 2025. 
 
Judy Slumkoski; Custodian; Facilities Management – Custodial and Support;  
 effective August 29, 2025. 
 
Gayla Squibbs; Executive Assistant Senior; Office of Marketing and Strategic 

Communications; 
 effective July 18, 2025. 
 
James Stoken Jr; Paper Plant Operator; Paper Pilot Plant;  
 effective August 19, 2025. 


