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Henry Sias earned his bachelor’s degree in English from Western Michigan University in 1998.
Born and raised in Detroit, he came to Kalamazoo to study creative writing, with the goal of
becoming a novelist, but instead went on to Yale Law School and received his law degree in 2005.
Sias now lives in Philadelphia, where he has become a criminal defense and civil rights lawyer, a
community advocate, and the city’s first transgender candidate for elected office. Sias is currently
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Governor’s Advisory Commission on LGBTQ Affairs.
Philadelphia Magazine has called him “a trailblazing public figure.” 

While still a law student, Sias began working on pro bono projects for the LGBT+ community. He
also contributed to an amicus brief for a landmark case in which the Supreme Court struck down
all laws criminalizing same-sex relations in the United States. After he graduated from law school,
Sias clerked for two Justices of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and went on to co-found
Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity, a legal nonprofit that has helped to clear the criminal
records of thousands of low-income Philadelphians. For over a decade, Sias was also involved
in efforts to reform Philadelphia’s indigent defense program. 

As a civil rights lawyer, Sias has worked to promote marriage equality, fight discrimination and
help keep immigrants to the United States from being deported. In his pro bono work, he has
represented several transgender individuals with name changes and cases involving medical
care and coverage. As an appointee to Pennsylvania’s Commission on LGBTQ Affairs, Sias
has drafted inclusive language for an executive order on sexual harassment policies for state
employees. Sias was additionally a candidate for judge of Philadelphia’s Court of Common
Pleas in 2017 and 2019. 
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Dr. Cheyenne Lei possesses a deep appreciation for diversity in teaching, research and educational
outreach, grounded in her trio citizenship from Barbados, the United Kingdom and the United
States. She earned her Master's degree in Geography, Environmental & Resource Analysis from
Western Michigan University in 2016, followed by a Ph.D. in Geography from Michigan State
University in 2022. Currently, she serves as a Research Fellow with the Institute for Global Change
Biology in the School of Environment and Sustainability at the University of Michigan.

Lei's research investigates the factors influencing surface reflectivity to understand the mechanisms
behind climate warming in various ecosystems. She aims to establish a research and teaching
program centered on practical applications of global change biology, particularly at the intersection
of climate, agriculture and human-land-atmospheric interactions. Her work received recognition
from the Department of Energy in 2021 and serves as an educational resource for high school and
outreach programs.

Her efforts encompass a wide range of applications, from ecological research on greenhouse gas
exchange to industrial applications like landscape conversion, irrigation optimization and agricultural
carbon sequestration. Lei actively engages with high schools, undergraduate student projects,
internships and outreach to local farmers and land stakeholders.

Recently, Lei delivered keynote lectures at the United States-China Carbon Consortium,
educating over 300 students and scientists on environmental modeling of global warming and
ecosystem analysis.

Over the last six  years, Lei led a recruitment campaign to encourage the study of geography,
ecology, agriculture and atmospheric physics among eager students. She has mentored 10
undergraduate students with diverse backgrounds, many of whom are minorities, women
and international students. Most of these students have successfully pursued advanced programs,
published research in journals and secured future employment in their respective fields.

Outside her academic pursuits, Lei is a certified United States Motorcycle Safety Foundation
instructor, advocating for motorcycle safety while enjoying riding her motorcycle.
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